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Happy Birthday to Rotary Flashes
“Rotary Flashes” made its debut on July 23, 1934. The proud father was Frank Bossart, who, at
the call of the club membership, won a contest to rename the Club’s “Weekly Letter.” Frank’s
suggestion, “Rotary Flashes.” won him a Rotary Lapel pin.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

The Student Loan Fund
“To Those who are worthy – a chance to accomplish the best there is in them,”
So read the the intro to the Greensburg Rotary’s Student Loan Fund rationale. While the origin of the student
Loan Fund is not clear from the available records, the record does show that it was in full swing during the years of
the Great Depression. The importance of a Student Loan from the Club during the Depression is best expressed by
Joseph H. Bair, Jr. a Freshman at Grove City College in the fall of 1934 when he wrote the following in a letter to
the club: “This loan was certainly all I could have hoped for in this period of depression when loans are more
difficult to make than to ask for. It was my only hope, for without it, I couldn’t have attempted a year at college.”Joe
attended Grove City College where he received his master's degree in music. Mr. Bair, a U.S. Navy veteran, served
during World War II. He later taught music in Greensburg and in the South Whitley (Indiana) county schools.
Joseph Bair and and other loan recipients had to convince the Loan Committee
they were of sound “character, scholarship, with a purpose in life and the ability and
tenacity to do it.” The students had to furnish the Rotary Club withn a “Life Insurance
Policy…with the principal sum equal to at least the amount agreed to be loaned…the
collateral assignment payable to the Club in the event of the student’s death.” The
policy was returned to the student when the loan was repaid. Miss Naomi True’s Loan
account record from Nov. 1932 thru Nov. 1935 shows a balance of $36.51, being the
premium on the insurance policy which the club paid and added to her loan. Naomi had
a long career as a teacher in the Hempfield schools.
Students were permitted to select the school of their choice “provided said
school is up to the standard set by the committee…” It was expected that “students
would work at school, during spare time, and during vacations and in the summer to
earn their way to a good extent. . .” Student were required to report progress on a
regular basis and schools were requested to furnish transcripts.
Among the many students assisted by the Club were J. Regis Walthour, recognized for
his long-time participation in local civic and charitable organzations, and President of
Greensburg’s First National Bank, and brother Rotarian Kenneth P.“Ken” Rutter, civic
leader and long-time minister of Greensburg’s First Methodist Church. Joseph Bair,
Naomic True, J. Regis Walthour and Ken Rutter were indeed shining examples of one
of the Loan Fund’s goals, to “give those who are worthy, an opportunity to accomplish the best there is in them.”

  
    
  
  
  
  

